
Short Communication 

First Occurrence Report of House Swift (Nepal House Swift,                      
Apus nipalensis, Hodgson 1837) from Odisha, India 

 

                      Bibhu Prasad Panda1,2,*, Arjun M.S1, Abanti Pradhan2 

 

1Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History, South India Centre of WII, Coimbatore- 641108,  
Tamil Nadu, India 

 

2Environmental Sciences, Department of Chemistry, ITER, Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan (Deemed to be University), 
 Bhubaneswar - 751030, Odisha, India 

 
(Received: November 30,  2022; Revised: January 06, 2023; Accepted: January 07, 2023) 

ABSTRACT 
 

This is the first occurrence report of House Swift (Nepal House Swift, Apus nipalensis, Hodgson 1837) from Od-
isha, India. During a field visit to Kuakhai River in Bhubaneshwar, a few individuals of this species were ob-
served and photographed. This note provides the details of the site and observation of this species. This note rep-
resented the new record which was taken nearly 500 km towards the southwest from its nearby record of the dis-
tribution range. It can be considered a vagrant, but further study can depict the possibility of its range extension 
towards the south of India.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The House Swift (Nepal House Swift, Apus nipalensis, 

Hodgson 1837) belongs to the Apodidae family of 

swifts. In size and weight, the house swift measures 

about 14 to 15 cm in length and weighs about 20 to 25 

grams. There is a strong resemblance between the sex-

es. There is very little difference in size and structure 

between Little Swift (Apus affinis) and House Swift or 

Nepal House Swift species, except for its tail which is 

slightly longer and sharply forked in House Swift. The 

tail is blacker, notably on the head-coverts and the 

white rump band is narrower than in Little Swift 

(Grimmett et al., 2011). In juveniles, flight feather 

fringes may appear paler than in adults. This species 

forages over a wide range of habitats, including mon-

tane and forested land (Chantler & Boesman, 2020). 

Insects and aerial plankton are their main food sources, 

as they are highly adapted to living in the air and can 

use uplifting currents and wind to disperse or migrate 

(Gatehouse, 1997; Cusimano et al., 2016; Chung et al., 

2021). Currently, House swift is classified into two spe-

cies. These are House swift (Nepal House Swift, Apus 

nipalensis; Himalayas) and Little Swift (Indian House 

Swift, Apus affinis; India South of the Himalayas). 

Their ranges can also overlap in some regions (Bird 

count, 2014). The species are widespread throughout 

Southeast Asia (BirdLife International, 2016). Its distri-

bution in India ranges from the Himalayas to the north-

eastern states and some parts of West Bengal. Apus 

nipalensis has not been recorded from Odisha before. 

The present record reports the occurrence and photo-

graphic records of this species for the first time.  

OBSERVATION AND NOTES 
 

An avian survey was carried out on the banks of river 
Kuakhai near Bhubaneswar city on    29th November                                                     
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Figure 1. Distribution of House Swift Apus nipalensis 
(BirdLife International and Handbook of the Birds of the 
World, 2021) and previous records as red dots (eBird, 
2022) with the present record as a green dot from Odisha. 
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2020. During the survey few individuals of swifts were 
recorded flying over the river (20.326692˚N & 
85.861227˚E) (Figure 1). On the field it was identified 
as Little Swift (Indian House Swift, Apus affinis). Con-
fusion was raised regarding the species identification 
while rechecking the photographs after a few months. 
For further clarification and identification, photographs 
were sent to Dr. Rajah Jaypal and Mr. Praveen Jaya-
devan, prominent bird researchers in India. As a result, 
it was confirmed as House Swift (Nepal House Swift) 
(Figure 2). According to distribution in eBird (eBird, 
2022), it was recorded in the Himalayas, northeastern 
parts of India and very few records from West Bengal. 
There are few instances of records from West Bengal 
where it was shown as either Little Swift or House 
Swift. There is only one confirmed record of this species 
from southern West Bengal and no records from Odisha 
(eBird, 2022).  
           In terms of range size, this species is not consid-
ered vulnerable because its range is extremely large 
(BirdLife International, 2022). Despite its abundance in 
the Himalayan ranges, this species is rare in the eastern 
parts of India (eBird, 2022). The present location was 
nearly 500 km southwest of the closest record of this 
species in eastern India. More detailed monitoring fo-
cusing swifts will be required to determine if it is a va-
grant or extended its range towards this region based on 
current climatic conditions. This region was studied 
before but there is no record of this species in previous 
studies (Panda et al., 2020; 2021). All the published 
checklists of Odisha were explored to conclude this re-
port as the first report of House Swift (Apus nipalensis) 
from Odisha and the recorded location also resides in 
the peripheral region of Eastern Ghats. Further monitor-
ing of this species can provide a detailed assessment of 
its status in India. 
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Figure 2. House Swift Apus nipalensis at Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha, India. (Photograph by Dr. Bibhu Prasad Panda) 
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